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Mishmar!!!!!!!! 

Thank you to Rabbi 

Yechezkel and Mrs. 

Shiffy Yudkowsky for 

sponsoring the snacks for 

Mishmar this week and 

Rabbi Yaakov and Mrs. 

Dena Zimmerman who 

are sponsoring next 

week’s. Continued 

thanks to Mr. Nadav and 

Mrs. Katie Minkin for 

sponsoring the paper 

goods. Sponsorship of 

refreshments for future 

weeks is available. 

Please contact Mrs. Karp 

at (401) 831-3215 to ar-

range a sponsorship. 
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The school is once again partnering with Torah Academy of Boston for our an-

nual auction. Ticket sales are beginning now, and drawing will be on December 

9.  

Please remember that the Early Bird Discount ends on Tuesday, November 21. 

The committee still needs volunteers to assist with phone calls and other admin-

istrative tasks, most of which can be done from home. To volunteer, please con-

tact Mrs. Lewin at 401-283-1332 or rachelmlewin@gmail.com. 

We remind all parents that the auction is an excellent way to support the school 

and still win amazing prizes. Last year many prizes were won by the Providence 

community through tickets sold by the school. Please be reminded that all fami-

lies can use any purchases/solicitations above $100 from the school’s auction 

100% toward family fundraising obligation. 

Better than a 1:100 chance of winning on most prizes. 

Tickets can be purchased at www.phdsauction.com. 

Auction 

Calendar Notes 

 Sunday, November 19: NEAT Chessed Carnival – 3:00 p.m.–5:00 p.m. - 

please note the change of date and time 

 Wednesday, November 22: Picture Retake Day – Please send with your 

child the pictures you are not keeping  

 Thursday, November 23–Friday, November 24: Thanksgiving weekend – no 

school 

 There will be no newsletter/family envelope next week due to the abbreviat-

ed school week.  

 Tuesday, November 28: Conference Forms due – see below  

 Wednesday, December 6 and Monday, December 11: Parent-Teacher Con-

ferences. Please return the enclosed forms by Tuesday, November 28. Please 

note that forms will be processed in the order in which they are received. 

Schedules for conferences will be sent home on Friday, December 1, b’ezras 

Hashem. 



This week:  

Likras Shabbos.is at 3:30. 

Bnos is 2:00–3:00. 

Ahavas Yisroel Group is 2:05–2:55. 

There is no Pirchei . 

Kol Hane’arim is at 6:15 at PHDS. 

Next week: 

Likras Shabbos.is at 3:10. 

There is no Bnos or  Ahavas Yisroel Group. 

Pirchei is 2:25–3:25. 

Thank you to Mr. Reuven and Mrs. Rachel 

Schloss for sponsoring the snacks for Pirchei next 

week. 

Kol Hane’arim is at 6:15 at PHDS. 

To sign up to sponsor snacks there is a sign-up 

chart on the bulletin board outside the school of-

fice, or you may contact Mrs. Golden at 421-

6996 or goldenshoshana@gmail.com to confirm 

which week you will be sponsoring the snacks. 

Please contact Mrs. Golden with any questions.  

Shabbos Programming Mazel Tov 

Mazel tov to Mr. Yisroel Meir and Mrs. Dena Raskin on 

the birth of a baby girl on Monday. Mazel tov to the 

Providence grandparents, Mr. Russel and Mrs. Devorah 

Raskin.  

 Pre-K had a delicious week! In honor of Parshas Toldos, we cut vegetables, added lentils, and cooked eve-

rything together to make a delicious pot of lentil soup. We also each decorated two round rice cakes, one 

to look like the face of Yaakov and one to look like the face of Esav. All our treats were fun to create and 

fun to eat! 

 Thanksgiving day is coming and the children in Pre-K are ready. The children will wear their Native 

American headbands and beaded necklaces that they made. The celebration will be next week with the 

kindergarten children. Pumpkin bread and leaf cookies made by the Pre-Kers will be served along with 

popcorn and fruit. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 Kindergarten began a new middos program called Menchlich Friendship. Our first discussion was about 

speech being a gift from Hashem. Animals don't have this gift and babies don't yet have this gift. We 

played a "Say, Don't Say" game. and "Fishing For a Compliment." Credit for this excellent modification of 

the Shipur B'dibbur program goes to Mrs. Suri Cohen of Waterbury, CT.  

Classroom Chatter 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Kislev birthday to Meir Bielory, Tzvi Yehuda 

Hack, Nosson Laufer, Chaim Mordechai Lewin, Sender 

Lewin, Yehuda Tzvi Minkin, Menucha Moskowitz, Yer-

achmiel Rosenthal, Elie Shooman, Esther Yehudis Taitel-

baum, Rivkah Taitelbaum, Leah Twersky, and Binyomin 

Zimmerman. 

Veterans Day 

PHDS students commemorated Veterans Day by having 

an assembly organized by Mrs. Weissmann and the fifth 

graders. The students in Grades 1 through 5 wrote letters 

to veterans to thank them for their service to our country. 

In addition, all the students took the opportunity to thank 

Mr. Norris (who served in the United Sates Navy) and Ms. 

Pereira (who served in the United Sates Air Force) for 

their service to our country. Recognizing that people they 

know are veterans helped the students better understand 

the concept. Thank you to Mr. Norris who gave Navy pins 

to his middle-school students to commemorate the day. 
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 Kindergarten has just finished 

learning about the letter D. Dogs 

and ducks were our letter D top-

ics. We read many stories about 

ducks, both fiction and non-

fiction. Did you know that ducks 

have an oily substance on their 

feathers that allow them to float? 

They are excellent divers, too. 

 Congratulations to the second 

grade on completing their daven-

ing ice cream chart. This Tues-

day we celebrated 37 days of 

beautiful davening with a deli-

cious ice cream party. The stu-

dents added their colorful sprin-

kles that they have earned each 

day. Keep it up, second grade. 

Hashem is proud. 

 November is a time when we 

give thanks. Grade 3 is demon-

strating that they are thankful for 

their families by constructing a 

family tree. The students are so 

excited to share stories about 

their families’ history. We all sat 

with intrigue as one of the third 

graders shared his great-

grandfather’s legacy. His great-

grandfather fought in World War 

II on D-Day. What an informa-

tive group discussion! These 

trees come out beautiful and are 

a keepsake for a lifetime. 

 As part of their introduction to 

the halochos of Krias Shema, the 

fifth graders have been learning 

what they should think about 

while reciting each section of 

Shema. They are working hard to 

memorize these ideas so they can 

think about them while they da-

ven. They hope to remember and 

use this important information 

for the rest of their lives! 

 If you enter the fifth-grade 

classroom, you might think 

you have entered a butterfly 

conservatory! Then again, per-

haps you won’t see them, as 

they are quite cleverly hidden! 

In association with our unit on 

camouflage, the fifth grade 

created butterflies that are dis-

playing protective coloration, 

and hid them in strategic plac-

es in the classroom.  

 By the time this newsletter is 

printed, most of Mrs. Suger-

man’s PHDS gym classes will 

have begun a unit on Soccer. 

Some classes are learning 

skills before participating in an 

actual game, while other clas-

ses are learning as they play. 

In the lower grades students 

are learning how to pass the 

ball, how to stop a ball, how 

to kick toward a goal, and how 

to be a goalie. There is so 

much for them to learn and yet 

they can’t wait to play an actu-

al game. In the older grades, 

although we are already play-

ing games, we often stop the 

action to have “teachable mo-

ments” to learn about position-

ing and strategies, all of which 

prove to be very helpful.  

 Rabbi Weissmann’s class is 

making PowerPoints to review 

the twelve unanswered ques-

tions that the Gemoro asked. 

These questions involve trai-

torous guardians, irresponsible 

borrowers, and ungrateful chil-

dren – plus of course, 

Shmerel’s chickens. 

 In the sixth grade, students 

have been working hard on 

their Revolutionary War muse-

um project. Mr. Coyne is look-

ing forward to their final pro-

jects with much anticipation. 

They have shown themselves 

to be a very creative group. 

After they conclude this pro-

ject they will be moving on to 

begin their study of the early 

period of American independ-

ence leading up to the creation 

of our Constitution. 

 The seventh and eighth grades 

will be concluding their study 

of America’s political heritage. 

Afterward, they will begin a 

three-chapter study of the Con-

stitution and Bill of Rights. So 

after the Thanksgiving break 

be prepared to hear about the 

Constitution, Constitution, and 

more Constitution! 

 The sixth graders are getting 

into a little bit of algebra-- 

wow! They are evaluating ex-

pressions with given variables 

and consolidating like terms. 

Most are doing well. Good 

job! 

 Both the seventh- and eighth-

grade groups are plugging 

along in ALEKS. Most are 

done with the arithmetic and 

real number sections and are 

doing their best with equations. 

Keep up the good work!  
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Dear Parents, 

This past week we read Parshas Chayei 

Soroh, which relates the death of So-

roh. At face value, her death seems to 

have been caused by the shock of hear-

ing about Akeidas Y itzchok. 

We learn, however, that although 

Avrohom grieved internally for the loss 

of his lifelong mate, Soroh, he did so 

with great moderation. The proof of 

this is that the posuk tells us that 

Avrohom came to eulogize Soroh and 

livkosa, to cry over his loss. The word 

livkosa is spelled with a small chof to 

teach us that Avrohom’s cry was small. 

One of the reasons we are told for the 

small cry is to dispel any notion that 

Soroh’s death had anything to do with 

Akeidas Yitzchok. Avrohom had no mis-

givings about doing the will of Hashem 

and did not regret his actions in any 

way. 

The Nesivos Sholom, the Slonimer 

Rebbe zt”l, discusses this profound 

concept. At times, people do a good 

deed and conquer the evil inclination, 

not varying one bit from the will of Ha-

shem, just as in the case of Avrohom. 

The Soton, seeing that he has lost round 

one, turns to a new strategy. Every day 

we recite in Maariv, the evening prayer, 

“Vehoser Soton milfoneinu umei’acha-

reinu – Remove the Soton from in front 

of us and from behind us.” The 

Nesivos Sholom comments that 

while it is easy to understand 

why the Soton would be in front 

of us, challenging us not to do 

the will of Hashem, what is the 

Soton doing behind us? The 

Nesivos Sholom explains that the 

story of Avrohom’s burial of So-

roh and the manner in which he 

performed this mitzvah teaches 

us the answer to the question.  

The Soton in front of Avrohom 

tried to stop Avrohom from tak-

ing Yitzchok to the Akeidah, us-

ing a river to block his way and 

all kinds of stumbling blocks and 

challenges. He really had no 

chance, as Avrohom’s unflinch-

ing devotion to Hashem was not 

going to be stopped or even 

slowed down, and Avrohom 

passed the test with flying colors. 

The Soton then tried to take the 

challenge to the next level – to 

link Soroh’s death to the Akei-

dah so that Avrohom would re-

gret the tremendous sacrifice he 

had made for Hashem. Avrohom, 

however, was not fooled, and let 

out only a very small cry, to 

prove that Soroh died of natural 

causes and that there was no 

linkage to the Akeidah. Based on 

this explanation, we can now un-

derstand the question raised 

about the “Soton mei’achareinu – 

the Soton behind us.” At times, 

the Soton knows that he is going 
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to lose on his initial challenge to 

us and allows us to best him and 

win. But he waits and then after 

the fact creates a diversion that 

will cause us to regret the good 

deeds that we do. This is the 

Soton behind us. Avrohom teach-

es us an important lesson: that we 

must always hold tight to the 

good deeds that we perform and 

never regret them, even when 

there are bumps in the road. 

This coming week I will be in 

Toronto for my annual fundrais-

ing trip over the Thanksgiving 

break. I can be reached by email 

at Pscheinerman@phdschool.org 

or by contacting my executive 

secretary, who is in touch with 

me on a regular basis, and I will 

return your call. Toronto is a city 

warm and friendly to NEAT, and 

we have serviced many girls from 

there. It is important to note that 

the out-of-town support of the 

school has a direct correlation to 

the warmth, nurturing, and caring 

that our community gives on a 

regular basis to our boarders. In 

this way, you are all partners in 

the donations collected on any of 

my fundraising trips. As chal-

lenging as it is at the time, we 

should never look back! 

Good Shabbos, 

Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman 

Dean 

From the Desk of   
Rabbi Peretz Scheinerman 


